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A literature review is an overview of previous studies that closely
related to the researcher’s current study, which can help the
researcher in answering the research question.

In writing the literature review, the researcher should REVIEW, 
INTERPRETING, CONNECTING, CRITIC the previous studies.

Researchers should ensure the readers understand:

❑The key insight and knowledge have been discussed by
previous studies; and

❑The research contributions and gaps from previous studies.

What is a review of literature?



A literature review is not a laundry list of previous research
without interpreting the key finding and highlighting important
contribution from the previous study.

In writing the literature review, the researcher should not:

❑Writing a descriptive explanation of a series of papers.
❑Summaries a list of purpose, method, data, finding, and result

of previous studies.
❑Presenting the previous studies without addressing critical

evaluation from previous studies.

What is not a review of 
literature?



Essential Parts that should be address 
in Literature Review

PREVIOUS STUDIES

RESEARCH 
HYPOTHESIS

THEORITICAL 
BACKGROUND

1 2 3



Hal yang perlu dilakukan menulis literature review

Teknis

❖Mencari artikel pada database bereputasi, 

seperti Scopus, Web of Science, Google 

Scholar, dan national/international journal 

index.

❖Membaca abstract penelitian terdahulu.

❖Membaca metode dan kesimpulan penelitian

terdahulu.

❖Mencatat poin penting penelitian terdahulu

pada Ms. Word/Power Point.

❖Menggunakan manager references seperti

Mendeley atau EndNote. 

Non-Teknis

❖Memastikan penelitian terdahulu yang 

digunakan memiliki relevansi yang kuat

dengan topik penelitian.

❖Menentukan minimal tiga artikel inti sebagai

acuan utama. 

❖Menggunakan artikel dan report terbaru, 

minimal dokumen yang dipublikasikan selama

10 tahun terakhir. 

❖Merujuk teori yang menjadi landasan utama

dari teori yang diteliti.

❖Membangun mind-map dari research gap 

penelitian terdahulu.



Taking note while reading the previous studies
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What is the source’s topic, 
research questions, 
methodology, and central 
results?

How is this source related to 
my topic and research 
questions?  Does it support or 
contradict my thesis?

What are the strength and 
weaknesses of the research in the 
source?  Are there biases or flaws?  
How important or influential is 
this source?

What are the points of agreement and 
disagreement?

How is the source related 
to other research on the 
same topic? Does it 
employ a different 
methodology? Data?

Source: Elsevier



➢ Identifying the research gap from previous 

studies.

➢ Building the novelty of the research. 

What you obtain by reviewing the 
literature?



➢ Kesenjangan penelitian merupakan bagian yang belum di-explore 

atau bagian yang sudah di-explore tapi belum secara

komprehensif atau secara mendalam

➢ Berasal dari:

1. Topik

2. Data

3. Variabel

Research Gap



➢ Memastikan orisinalitas dan relevansi penelitian kita

➢ Melakukan studi literatur terdahulu

➢ Mencari novelty dari hal-hal yang belum dilakukan

oleh peneliti sebelumnya

➢ Memonitor update penelitian

Novelty



Example 1

THEORITICAL 
BACKGROUND

INSTITUTIONAL 
SETTINGS



Example 2

PREVIOUS 
STUDIES



Example 3

PREVIOUS 
STUDIES



Example 4

HYPOTHESIS 
DEVELOPMENT
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